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B u i l t  of l o c a l  l imestone,  ;he Shot Tower i s  a seventy- f ive  foot  high,  squar  
tower wi th  a pyramidal roof .  The wa l l s  a r e  2% f e e t  t h i ck ,  and the  base of  
t h e  tower measures twenty f e e t  square. At t h e  top of  t h e  s t r u c t u r e ,  on one 
s i d e ,  is a s imple wooden balcony s h e l t e r i n g  a n  ent rance .  Or ig ina l ly  on the  
i n t e r i o r  t h e r e  were winding wooden s t e p s  l ead ing  t o  the  top t o  a room 
conta in ing  a f i r e p l a c e  and chimney. Here t h e r e  w a s  a s h a f t  which sunk t o  a 
depth seventy- f ive  f e e t  below the  f l o o r  through which t h e  hot  molten m e t a l  
w a s  then  poured through a sieve.  The m e t a l  f e l l  t h e  depth  of  t h e  s h a f t  intc 
a k e t t l e  of water ,  i t  being thought necessary  f o r  t h e  sho t  t o  f a l l  t h i s  
d i s t ance  t o  g ive  i t  t h e  proper  . round shape. The s h a f t  connected wi th  a 
tunnel  t o  t h e  r iverbank.  
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B u i l t  about  1807 by Thomas Jackson, t h e  Shot Tower was used t o  manufacture 
s h o t  f o r  t h e  f i rearms o f  t h e  f ront ie rsmen and s e t t l e r s .  Using t h e  lead 
obtained from h i s  A u s t i n v i l l e  mines, Jackson b u i l t  t h e  tower t o  manufactur 
conunercial shot .  As t h e r e  w a s  no war a t  t h e  time, t h e r e  was l i t t l e  
m i l i t a r y  rraricet f o r  t h e  lead.  

I 

I d e a l l y  s i t u a t e d  on a s i t e  overlooking the  New River and t h e  nearby f e r r y  
t h e  Shot Tower was fou r  mi l e s  from t h e  iead mines, and j u s t  o f f  one of 
t h e  main roads i n  t h e  reg ion .  While t h e  ammunition produced a t  t h e  Shot 
Tower was not  used i n  any of t h e  n a t i o n ' s  wars, F. 8 .  Kegley, a l o c a l  
h i s t o r i a n  of Wythevil le ,  sugges t s  t h a t  i t  r ep resen t s  "the v i s i o n  and 
e n t e r p r i s e  of an a l e r t  bus iness  man." 

The s t r u c t u r e  i t s e l f  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  a s  i t  i s  one of only  t n r e e  s h o t  towers 
remaining i n  the United S t a t e s ,  and poss ib ly  the  only one o f  i t s  particula::  
kind i n  t h e  world. It s t a n d s  as a r e l i c  and reminder of  a n  indus t ry  
e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  opening of America's f r o n t i e r .  
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